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Figure 1-7. Percentage of eighth-grade students, by student-

reported highest level of parental education and 

student group: 2007

* Signifi cantly different (p < .05) from non-AI/AN students.

NOTE: AI/AN = American Indian/Alaska Native. Detail may not sum to totals because 

of rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National 

Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 

2007 Mathematics Assessment.
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Figure 1-8. Percentage of eighth-grade AI/AN students, by 

student-reported highest level of parental education 

and school density: 2007

* Signifi cantly different (p < .05) from low density schools.

NOTE: AI/AN = American Indian/Alaska Native. School density indicates the proportion 

of AI/AN students enrolled. High density schools have 25 percent or more AI/AN 

students. Low density schools have less than 25 percent. Detail may not sum to totals 

because of rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National 

Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 

2007 Mathematics Assessment.

High density
schools

Low density
schools

Parental education level

Type of school

Public BIE

Graduated from college 32 24*
Some education after high school 21 18*
Graduated from high school 23 27*
Did not finish high school 9 11*
Unknown 14 19*

Table 1-4. Percentage of eighth-grade AI/AN students, by type of 

school and student-reported highest level of parental 

education: 2007

* Signifi cantly different (p < .05) from public schools. 

NOTE: AI/AN = American Indian/Alaska Native. BIE = Bureau of Indian Education. 

Results are not shown for Department of Defense and private schools. Detail may not 

sum to totals because of rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National 

Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 

2007 Mathematics Assessment. 

What are the levels of parental education?

Parental education has been shown to be a predictor of 
student achievement (Hampden-Thompson and 
Johnston 2006). Only eighth-grade students were asked 
to report the highest education level attained by their 
parents. Overall, 77 percent of AI/AN students reported 
that one or both of their parents had at least a high 
school diploma, compared to 82 percent of their 
non-AI/AN peers (fi gure 1-7). A lower percentage of 
AI/AN students (32 percent) than non-AI/AN students 
(48 percent) reported that a parent had graduated 
from college.

Within the AI/AN student population, there were no 
signifi cant differences between the percentages of students 
from high density and low density schools who reported 
having a parent with education beyond high school 
(fi gure 1-8). 

Twenty-four percent of eighth-graders attending BIE 
schools reported that a parent had graduated from 
college, compared to 32 percent of AI/AN eighth-graders 
attending public schools (table 1- 4).
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